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A: Your voice is asking, "Are there any activation keys that can actually be used on the actual system?" As suggested in the comments, there is always the option to serial# in the BIOS for viewing the IBMBIO serial#. If this doesn't work, IBMBIO can be reprogrammed from an IBMBIOS boot up disk. I would have performed the "Flex as
an IBM PC 2000 emulator" and the "Flex as a System 9 IBM PC emulator" on a 386 machine using the inside of a 486 machine for the System 9 emulation. I would have assigned the Flex to a 486 machine and run it through a 386 machine's BIOS (perhaps running through IBM PS/2 emulation) to try to emulate a 486 machine. (is there any
other 486 BIOS to try?). I would have also written a program to simulate the I/O bus behaviors on a 486 machine. Once on a 486 machine, I would have rebooted the machine in machine mode. If I/O access for the drives was lost, I would have sought the drive to see if it was just the I/O counters that were lost on the other system. Note that
all of the counters could have been lost. (Some of the counters may not have worked, and some may have been false). I would have looked for the drive's serial# to see if it was the correct one. At this point, I would have expected that IBM could have created the new version of the BIOS that allowed the 486 to emulate the 486 hardware and
so that the BIOS could have read the bus transactions on the "Motherboard" to re-discover the drives. After the BIOS had been changed, I would have tested the "IBMBIO" serial# to see if it had the new version of the BIOS on it, and that the new version of the BIOS was working. Then, perhaps I would have rebooted the machine in
emulation of the 486 to see if the I/O read was still working. If the I/O read still worked, I would have reconfigured the BIOS with the IBMBIO. If the I/O read had failed to work and I/O write had worked, I would have commented out the 'fast I/O write" that was in the BIOS in the IBMBIO. I would have tried to configure the drives in 486
mode, rebooted the 486 machine
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